JD     ,	RELIGIOUS CONDITION
"Criticism," says Dr. Earth, "is generally on the look out for the
least traces on Hinduism of Christian influence, but perhaps it does
not take sufficiently into account that which Islam ism has exer-
cised. . . . The Arabs of the Khalifat had arrived on these
shores (of the Deccan • in the character qf travellers, or merchants, and
had established commercial relations and intercourse with these parts,
long before the Afgans, the Turks, or the Moghuls, their co-religion-
ists, came as conquerors. Now it is precisely in these parts that, from
the ninth to the twelfth century, those great religious movements
took their rise which are connected with the names of Samkara, Rima-
nuja A'nandatfrtha, and Basava; out of which the majority of the
historical sefts come, and to which Hindusthan presents nothing analo-
gous till a much later period. It has been remarked that these movements
took place in the neighbourhood of old established Christian communi-
ties. ; But alongside of these there began to appear, from that moment,
the disciples of the Koran. To neither of these do we feel inclined
to ascribe an influence of any significance on Hindoo theology, which
appears to u* sufficiently accounted for by reference to its own resources;
but it is very possible that, indirectly, and merely, as it were, by their
presence, they contributed in some degree towards the budding and
bursting forth of those great religious reforms which, in the absence
of do&rines altogether new, introduced into Hinduism a new organisa-
tion and a new spirit, and had all this common characteristic that they
developed very quickly under the guidance 06 an acknowledged head,
and rested on a species of authority akin to that of a prophet, or an
Iman. Now to effect sueh a result as this, the Arabian merchants in
the first centuries of the Hegira, with the Mahomedan world at their
back, were perhaps better qualified than the poor and destitute churches
of the Malabar and Coromandel coasts.11 *
The English on whom fell the mantle of the Moghul
op**.*E. I.   m*fr*   adopted a policy of  perfect
Company to Chris-   neutrality towards the religions of India,
tian missionaries;    The   Mfthomedaas   had   freely allowed
their   raaulavis  to preach   Mahomedanism and   make
* Earth's "Religions of India" {London jgSa) p, an.

